Civil
Rights Act
of 1866
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" SUMMARY OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACTS OF 1866 and 1870

“LA3141F Seotion 1981(1870 Act) is-a. broad ivil rights Iaw. It provides.thaf “all -
- Persons . . . have the same. right { .-. to the .full -and equal benefit of all laws and .
- proceedings for the security of persons and property as is enjoyed by white citizens , . , "
.+~ It's gonerally used in housing litigation when there are no direot discriminatory practices .
- ivolved (318, . L - _ =

- o LU3142] On June 17, 1968, the Unitod States Supreiine Court, in Jores v, Mayer, 392 -
© - US. 409 [1 BOH 13,111], held that § 1982(I866 Aot) “bace all eoial discrimimtion, -
.- -private as well as public in the sale or rental of property.” In that case, the plaintiff, who -
. was blaok, sued for jnjunctive and-other relicf, claiming tfiat defendants refused to soll him.
", .. . .ahome solely on racial grounds. He relied in part-on § 1982. The Eighth-Circui¢ had held -
-~ . ‘that § 1982 applied only to sate action. The Supreme Court teversed, ruling that §1982
- ;- .prohibited both privaté and public racial discrimination in the sale or rental of propedy. It . -
* ‘held further that the statute was a valid exercise of congressional power under the = . -
~ thirteenth amendment. This landmark decision gave new life to a law that had long been:

1 regarded as nsignificant. -

° Section 1982 prohibits only discrimination against citizens based on race. and color and -

can be enforced only by individuals in their own behalf..It applies to all housing; ther are
no exemptions, unlike the’ Fair Housing Act. Injunction is an available remedy. and,
“.7+.  although there are 1io provisions authorizing damages, courts have awarded compensatory -
< . 'and punitive. damages 45 well as reasonable attomeys' fees as effective means of canying.
v, , out the purposes of the law.. -~ :. : R :
Lo ENaIsel. CIVIL RIGHTS ACTS of 1866 and 1870

N [US.C. Tit. 42, §1981:1987)
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o E93151T §1981. Equal rights uadef thie law.—All persons within the jurisdiction ofthe-

- United States shall have the same right in every State and Territory to make and enforce -
... -eontracts, to sug, be pariies, give evidence, and fo the full and equal benefit of alt laws and
- Droceedings for the security of persons and property as is enjoyed by white citizens, and.
shall be subject t¢ like punishment, pains, penaltics, taxes, licenses,and exactions of every
kind, and'to no other. [Act May.31, 1870, Ch. 114, §16, 16 Stat. .144)) . ,

. L931521 §1982. Property rights of cléisensi—Al ciiizens of the United, States.stiall .
have the same right, in every State and Territory, as is enjoyed by white citizens thereof to _
inherit, ase, fease, sell, hold, ahd-convey real and personal property. [Act Apr. 9, *
1866, Ch. 31, §1, 14 Stat.. 27.] - - g BLE L
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