
A professional nurse provides information on 
Health Department programs and local     
resources, conducts confidential health    
consultations, provides information on immu-
nization requirements and needs, educates 
about communicable disease and prevention, 
provides follow-up on mandatory reporting of 
communicable diseases, answers health-
related questions, and distributes available 
literature or health packets. 
 
In response to demonstrated need, resource 
and information sheets on Options for Senior 
Living, Radon, and Emergency Prepared-
ness for Families were created and distrib-
uted to physician offices, community-based 
residential facilities, child care centers, faith 
communities, schools and preschools, and 
senior living residences.  
 
The Third Annual Medicine Collection Day for 
Milwaukee County residents was promoted 
via media outlets. 
 
The Hales Corners Health Department main-
tains current health information on a variety 
of topics on the Village’s website at 
www.halescorners.org.  
 
Choose Wisely:  A Health Guide for Eating 
Fish in Wisconsin brochures were distributed 
in collaboration with Sherper’s. 
 
A Public Health Nurse participated in a local 
health fair with Aurora Health Care, distribut-
ing literature on back-to-school health tips 
and immunization requirements. 

 

Trainings attended by Health Department staff 
included: 

 Communicable Disease seminar 

 Antiviral Distribution 

 Risk Communication during a Public 
Health Emergency 

 Regional meeting on Distribution of Antivi-
ral Medications during Pandemic Influenza 

 Avian Influenza Rapid Response Training 

 CDC Immunization Update 

 2008 CDC Performance Measures Drills 

 Lead Risk Assessor Refresher Course 

 Electronic signature pad 

 Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance 
System 

 Collected 28 containers from residents as 
part of the Household Sharps Drop-Off pro-
gram 

 WIC partnership with the Cudahy and 
Greenfield Health Departments for Hales 
Corners Residents 

 Kid’s Health Connection Newsletter—
prepared by Health Department staff and 
distributed to 2000 families through 
schools, day care centers, local busi-
nesses and health clinics 

 Food Talk Newsletter—a food industry 
publication sent to area restaurants and 
food establishments quarterly 

 Regular contributor to the Hales Corners 
Village Newsletter 

 Created displays at the Hales Corners  
Library on various public health topics 

 Distributed information to local health care 
providers on topics such as disease report-
ing requirements, Avian Influenza, other 
communicable diseases, and Health Alerts 
from the State of Wisconsin Division of 
Public Health 

 Participated in the Third Annual National 
Night Out program and distributed educa-
tional material on family and individual 
emergency preparedness 

 Adopted a family at Christmastime 
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Personnel 

Board of Health 
Lyn Ranta, MD 

Bette Schubert, RN 
Jay McDowell, MPH 
Dennis Garvin, ANP 

Dan Besson, Village Board Liaison 
Debra Persak, Health Officer (ex-officio) 

 
 
 

Health Department Staff 
 

Health Officer 
Debra J. Persak, RN  (1.0 FTE) 

 

Medical Advisor 
Lyn Ranta, MD  (Volunteer) 

 

Public Health Nurses 
Kathy Radloff, RN  (0.5 FTE) 
Kathi Harnack, RN  (0.3 FTE) 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Lou Bradstreet  (0.28 FTE) 

 

Registered Sanitarian 
Mark Meske, RS  (0.2 FTE) 

 

(FTE = Full-Time Equivalent) 
 
 
 

Volunteers 

The Health Department employees wish to 
recognize the numerous citizens, including 
members of the Hales Corners Lioness and 
Lions Clubs, who graciously responded to 
requests for volunteers at clinics or school 
screenings.  Their gift of time and talent is 
much appreciated. 
 
 
 

Grant Information 
Please see the 2008 Annual Report        
Addendum Defining Grant Activities. 

 

Training Highlights Health Education, Information  
and Referral Services 

Community Partnerships 



 

Reportable Disease Summary 
Specific communicable diseases are required to 
be reported to the Hales Corners Health  De-
partment via the Wisconsin Electronic Disease 
Surveillance System.  Public Health Nurses im-
plement control measures which include client 
assessment, epidemiological investigation, case    
finding, health education, counseling, referral, 
and enforcement of Wisconsin State Statutes 
related to communicable disease. 
 

The Health Department investigated the  
following disease reports in 2008: 
 

Campylobacter (3) Measles (1) 
Chlamydia (4)  Mycobacterial Disease 
Hepatitis B (1)    (non-tuberculous) (4) 
Hepatitis C (1)  Salmonella (2) 
Histoplasmosis (1) Streptococcal Disease, 
Kawasaki Disease (1)   Invasive, Group A (1) 
Lyme Disease (1) 
 

The communicable disease investigation proc-
ess requires an understanding of the epidemi-
ologic principles of disease and illness; receiving 
disease-related lab and health provider reports; 
identifying disease cases and the potential ex-
posure of others; monitoring signs, symptoms 
and treatment; collecting and analyzing data; 
containing disease through measures such as 
isolation and quarantine; working with other 
agencies including the State of Wisconsin DHS 
and CDC; and educating and protecting the pub-
lic.  The Hales Corners Health Department in-
vestigates all potential and actual communicable 
disease reports,   including food-borne, water-
borne, and vector-borne diseases, outbreaks, 
epidemics and sexually transmitted infections. 
 

In 2008, Hales Corners experienced its first 
case of Measles since the statewide outbreak of 
1989.  Four confirmed cases of measles oc-
curred in the Milwaukee area in Spring 2008, 
three of which required hospitalization for this 
extremely serious and highly contagious viral 
disease.  The Hales Corners Health Depart-
ment, and public health system in general, re-
sponded to this urgent communicable disease 
situation by utilizing all available resources over 
a six week period of time. 

 

Public Health Nurse Visits 
Nurses conduct home and office visits to pro-
vide consultation, assessment, health educa-
tion, referral to other agencies, community    
resource information, and resources for parents. 
Number of client visits in 2008:   181 
 

Maternal/Child Program 
In 2008, the number of births to Hales Corners 
families totaled 73.  Each family was offered a 
home visit and apprised of Health Department 
services via an informational packet sent to the 
home or by telephone contact. 
 

Blood Pressure Clinics 

Blood Pressure screening, counseling and   
education are offered during designated clinics.  
In 2008, 30 blood pressure screenings were     
performed. 
 

School and Day Care Services 
A Public Health Nurse provides consultation 
services to 6 elementary schools, 2 day care 
centers, and 3 pre-schools in Hales Corners.  
Services may include vision and audio screen-
ing, health education and consultation, commu-
nicable disease assessment and follow-up, and  
referral.  Each facility is provided with a manual 
created by the Health Department, Partners in 
Kids’ Health, which contains up-to-date and  
extensive reference material and information 
related to school and day care health issues. 

 Personnel Conferences (42) 

 Parent Conferences (21) 

 Audio Screenings (178) 

 Vision Screenings (1276) 

 Stereopsis Screenings (807) 

 Screening Referrals (39) 
 
Programs Presented Sessions/Attendees: 

 Growth & Development (13/369) 

 Bloodborne Pathogens, Epi-Pen Training, 
Asthma/Life-Threatening Allergies (2/90) 

 Vision & Stereopsis Screening training 
(1/16)   

 
 
        

 

Annually, the Health Department inspects over 
100 village & state-licensed establishments 
which include: 

 Restaurants & Food Establishments (78) 

 School Food Service Programs (5) 

 Bed & Breakfast Establishments (1) 

 Public Swimming Pools (5) 

 Massage Establishments (11) 

 Tattoo & Body Piercing Establishments (2) 
 

Inspections/Complaints/Enforcement Actions         
     Restaurants & Food Establishments:    
         (including schools)                        166/19/2 
     Bed &  Breakfast Establishments:          1/0/0 
     Public Swimming Pools:                       13/0/0 
     Massage Establishments:                     18/0/0 
     Tattoo & Body Piercing Establishments: 3/0/0 
 

Nuisance Complaints  (includes air or water 
quality, housing, solid waste, vector & lead):  14 
 

Water Advisories:  No community well tested  
positive for E. coli in 2008.   
 

Food Recalls:  Four food recalls were initiated 
by the FDA in 2008.  The Health Department re-
sponded to these recalls by notifying   appropri-
ate grocery stores and food  establishments. 
 

 

West Nile Virus 
Health Department staff responded to citizen    
inquiries on West Nile Virus, developed and     
distributed mosquito control fliers, and placed  
informational articles in the Village newsletter 
and website.  Using grant funds to purchase   
larvicide product, the Health Department collabo-
rated with the Department of Public Works to  
continue a seasonal mosquito larvicide program 
within the village. 
 

Rabies Control 
Animal bites involving a break in the skin are re-
portable to the Police Department and follow-up 
for rabies exposure and control is conducted by 
the Health Department. 
Number of bites investigated:  7 
Wild animal exposures investigated: 1 
Specimens submitted for rabies testing:  1 
    

 

Routine childhood and selected adult      
immunizations are available during clinics 
held at the Health Department.  Influenza 
and pneumonia vaccines are offered in the 
fall.  TB skin testing is available to individu-
als who live and/or work in Hales Corners 
for a nominal fee.  Upon permission, immu-
nizations given to residents are entered into 
the Wisconsin Immunization Registry, a 
computer database, to assure protection 
from vaccine-preventable diseases and to 
improve immunization rates. 
 
 

Summary of Immunizations                  
Administered in 2008: 
 Number of clients:     193 
 Number of Vaccines:    217 
 
 
Influenza/Pneumonia Vaccines 
In partnership with the Visiting Nurse       
Association (VNA), 302 flu shots and 4 
pneumonia shots were administered by 
VNA at a public clinic held at the Health  
Department in October, 2008.  In addition, 
the Health Department administered 100 
doses of influenza vaccine to village em-
ployees and residents of all ages between 
October and December, 2008. 
 
 
 

Tuberculosis Skin Testing    
TB skin testing is offered to individuals who 
live and/or work in Hales Corners for the 
purpose of contact investigation and/or   
employment screening.  Twenty-five indi-
viduals received TB skin testing and  results 
documented in 2008. 
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