
A professional nurse provides information on 
Health Department programs and local     
resources, conducts confidential health    
consultations, provides information on immu-
nization requirements and needs, educates 
about communicable disease and prevention, 
provides follow-up on mandatory reporting of 
communicable diseases, answers health-
related questions, and distributes available 
literature or health packets. 
 
Community Outreach Programs conducted in 
2006: 

 

Information distributed included: 
Wellness/General Health Promotion—260 
brochures 
Meal Site Resources—150 brochures 
 
All area restaurants and food establishments 
were contacted after a power outage in Octo-
ber of 2006 to assure food safety.  A memo 
about norovirus was also distributed during 
the year. 
 
The Hales Corners Health Department main-
tains current health information on a variety 
of topics on the Village’s website at 
www.halescorners.org.  

 

Trainings attended by Health Department staff 
included: 
 

 NIMS Training 

 Communicable Disease Seminar 

 Regional Pandemic Influenza Prepared-
ness Community Partner Forum 

 Mandatory Reporter Training for Child 
Abuse/Neglect 

 Mold Seminar 

 Infection Control Practices for Local 
Public Health Departments 

 CPR Instructor Certification 

 Lead Hazard Investigator Recertification 

 Epidemiology and Biostatistics 

 Weapons of Mass Destruction          
Response Training 

 
 

 

 Sharps disposal drop-off site 

 WIC partnership with the Cudahy and 
Greenfield Health Departments 

 Kid’s Health Connection Newsletter—
prepared by Health Department staff 
and distributed to 2000 families through 
schools, day care centers, and local 
businesses 

 Food Talk Newsletter—a food industry 
publication sent to area restaurants and 
food establishments quarterly 

 Regular contributor to Hales Corners 
Village Newsletter 

 Created displays at Hales Corners    
Library regarding various public health 
topics 

 Distributed information to local health 
care providers on topics such as       
disease reporting requirements, Avian 
Influenza, other communicable         
diseases, and Health Alerts from the 
State of Wisconsin Division of Public 
Health 
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Vision Statement: 
 

Healthy People in a Healthy Hales 
Corners Community 

 

Mission Statement: 
 

To Protect and Promote the Health of 
all People in Hales Corners 

 
 

5635 S. New Berlin Road,  
Hales Corners, WI  53130 

414-529-6155; Fax 414-529-6157 
HCHealth@halescornerswi.org 

Personnel 

Board of Health 
Lyn Ranta, M.D. 

Bette Schubert, R.N. 
Jay McDowell, R.S. 

Dennis Garvin, A.N.P. 
Marjorie Stahl, Village Board Liaison 

Debra Persak, Health Officer (ex-officio) 
 
 
 

Health Department Staff 
 

Health Officer 
Debra J. Persak, R.N.  (1.0 FTE) 

 

Medical Advisor 
Lyn Ranta, M.D.  (Volunteer) 

 

Public Health Nurses 
Kathy Radloff, R.N.  (0.5 FTE) 
Kathi Harnack, R.N.  (0.3 FTE) 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Lou Bradstreet  (0.28 FTE) 

 

Registered Sanitarian 
Mark Meske, R.S.  (0.2 FTE) 

 

(FTE = Full-Time Equivalent) 
 
 
 

Volunteers 

The Health Department employees wish to 
recognize the numerous citizens, including 
members of the Hales Corners Lioness and 
Lions Clubs, who graciously responded to 
requests for volunteers at clinics or school 
screenings.  Their gift of time and talent is 
much appreciated. 
 
 
 

Grant Information 
Please see the 2006 Annual Report        
Addendum Defining Grant Activities. 

 

Training Highlights Information and Referral Services 

Community Partnerships 

 Sessions Attendees 

First Aid/CPR 6 29 

BP Screening 
at library 

1 20 

Communicable 
Disease 
Prevention 

1 20 

Infant/Child 
Health/
Parenting 

1 150 

Child Safety 
Seat Law 

1 15 



 

Reportable Disease Summary 
Specific communicable diseases are required 
to be reported to the Hales Corners Health  
Department by health care providers and   
laboratories.  Public Health Nurses implement 
control measures which include client assess-
ment, epidemiological investigation, case    
finding, health education, counseling, referral, 
and enforcement of Wisconsin State Statutes 
related to communicable disease. 
 

Summary of Reported Diseases in 2006      
Chlamydia  Mycobacterial disease  
E. coli       (nontuberculosis) 
Gonorrhea  Salmonella 
Hepatitis A  Scabies 
Hepatitis C  Shigella 
Herpes 

 

Mumps 
The Health Department began surveillance  
activities for mumps cases in Hales Corners in 
March, 2006.  Disease monitoring was initiated 
in response to laboratory-confirmed mumps 
cases in Milwaukee County as well as across 
the state and other Midwestern states.  The 
Hales Corners Health Department responded 
by providing mumps-containing vaccine to resi-
dents at high risk, contacting local health care 
providers with case information, educating local 
schools, day care centers and residents about 
the disease and vaccine, and conducting epi-
demiological investigations of all suspect and 
probable cases in our jurisdiction. 
 

E. coli 
Public health officials in multiple states, includ-
ing Wisconsin, investigated a large outbreak of 
E. coli 0157:H7 in fall, 2006.  Findings from 
confirmed cases indicated pre-packaged    
spinach as the likely source.  The Health     
Department responded by contacting local   
grocery stores and restaurants to encourage 
pro-active prevention measures, answering 
questions from the public, educating food    
establishments and the general public about E. 
coli, and participating in Wisconsin Division of 
Public Health teleconferences to obtain status 
updates. 
 

 

Public Health Nurse Visits 
Nurses conduct home and office visits to pro-
vide consultation, assessment, health educa-
tion, referral to other agencies, community    
resource information, and resources for parents. 
Number of client visits in 2006:   141 
 

Maternal/Child Program 
In 2006, the number of births to Hales Corners 
families totaled 65.  Each family was offered a 
home visit and apprised of Health Department 
services via an informational packet sent to the 
home or by telephone contact. 
 

Blood Pressure Clinics 

Blood Pressure screening, counseling and edu-
cation are offered during designated clinics.  In 
2006, 84 blood pressure screenings were     
performed. 
 

School and Day Care Services 
A Public Health Nurse provides consultation 
services to 6 elementary schools, 2 day care 
centers, and 3 pre-schools in Hales Corners.  
Services may include immunization monitoring 
and reporting, vision and audio screening, 
health education and consultation, communica-
ble disease assessment and follow-up, and  
referral.  Each facility is provided with a manual 
created by the Health Department, Partners in 
Kids’ Health, which contains up-to-date and  
extensive reference material and information 
related to school and day care health issues. 
 Personnel Conferences:     72 
 Parent Conferences:        9 
 Screenings: 
       Audio:      462 
       Vision:                  847 
       Stereopsis:     700 
 Screening Referrals:     47 
 

Programs Presented:     
           Sessions       Attendees 
Growth & Development 14            440 
Bloodborne Pathogens,     
    Epi-Pen Training,      
    Asthma/Life-Threatening  
    Allergies 3  94   
Vision & Stereopsis 
    Screening training 1                6
        

 

Annually, the Health Department inspects over 
100 village & state-licensed establishments 
which include: 

 Restaurants & Food Establishments (88) 

 School Food Service Programs (5) 

 Bed & Breakfast Establishments (1) 

 Public Swimming Pools (5) 

 Recreational Facilities (2) 

 Massage Establishments (8) 

 Tattoo & Body Piercing Establishments (2) 
 

Health Hazard Complaints  (includes air or   
water quality, housing, solid waste, vector and 
lead):  50 
 

Water Advisories:  1 community well tested  
positive for E. coli in 2006.  The Health Depart-
ment responded by monitoring with the DNR. 
 

Food Recalls:  4 food recalls were initiated by 
the FDA in 2006.  The Health Department re-
sponded to these recalls by notifying appropriate 
grocery stores and food establishments. 
 

Inspections/Complaints/Enforcement Actions         
     Restaurants & Food Establishments:    
         (including schools) 191 
     Recreational Facilities: 6 
     Bed &  Breakfast Establishments:       1 
     Public Swimming Pools:      7 
     Massage Establishments:   10 
     Tattoo & Body Piercing Establishments: 7 

 

West Nile Virus 
Health Department staff responded to citizen    
inquiries on West Nile Virus, developed and     
distributed mosquito control fliers, and placed  
informational articles in the Village newsletter 
and website.  Using grant funds to purchase   
larvicide product, the Health Department collabo-
rated with the Department of Public Works to  
implement a seasonal mosquito larvicide        
program within the village. 
 

Rabies Control 
Animal bites involving a break in the skin are re-
portable to the Police Department and follow-up 
is conducted by the Health Department. 
Number of bites investigated:  9 
Wild animal exposures investigated: 4     

 

Routine childhood and selected adult      
immunizations are available during clinics 
held at the health department.  Influenza 
and pneumonia vaccines are offered in the 
fall.  TB skin testing is available to individu-
als who live and/or work in Hales Corners 
for a nominal fee.  Upon permission, immu-
nizations given to residents are entered into 
the Wisconsin Immunization Registry, a 
computer database, to assure protection 
from vaccine-preventable diseases and to 
improve immunization rates. 
 
In 2006, the State of Wisconsin Immuniza-
tion Program provided several new vaccines 
for Health Department use.  These vaccines 
include Tetanus, diphtheria and acellular 
pertussis (Tdap) for adolescents and adults; 
Hepatitis A vaccine for children; Rotavirus 
vaccine for children; and the routine second 
dose of Varicella vaccine for selected age 
groups.  These new vaccines were ordered 
and have been integrated with routine child-
hood vaccines offered by the Hales Corners 
Health Department. 
 

Summary of Immunizations                  
Administered in 2006: 
 Number of clients:     69 
 Number of Vaccines:  122 
 
Influenza/Pneumonia Vaccines 
In partnership with the Visiting Nurse       
Association (VNA), 540 flu shots and 9 
pneumonia shots were administered by 
VNA at a public clinic held at the Health  
Department in October, 2006.  In addition, 
the Health Department administered 100 
doses of influenza vaccine to village em-
ployees and residents of all ages between 
October and December, 2006. 
 

Tuberculosis Skin Testing    
TB skin testing is offered to individuals who 
live and/or work in Hales Corners for the 
purpose of contact investigation and/or   
employment screening.  Twenty-three indi-
viduals received TB skin testing and results 
documented in 2006. 

Communicable Disease Control Immunizations Health Promotion  Environmental Health & Safety 


