
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE – Minutes   Village of Hales Corners 
April 12, 2016        5635 South New Berlin Road 
 
D. Hanson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1.0 ROLL CALL: Chair: D. Hanson; Members: Z. Fowler, S. Kastern, D. Paulus, B. Voss 
 
2.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
    2.1 Minutes Approval – None. 
   2.2 Communications – None. 
   2.3 Public Input – None. 
 2.4 Village Board Liaison Report – None. 
   2.5       Committee Budget - D. Hanson will seek further clarification.  

 
3.0 PROJECTS/PROGRAMS 

3.1 Environmental Committee Website & Facebook - D. Paulus has made several updates to 
the website including Arbor Day and Bird-a-thon for Migratory Bird Day. S. Kastern 
created a couple Facebook posts for Victory Garden Initiative. 

3.2 CD and Battery Recycling – Z. Fowler has not found anything local yet. He took 3 
buckets of roughly 60 lbs each to Michigan. Sherper’s is by far the busiest drop off site 
for the battery recycling. D. Paulus will downgrade CD recycling bin to a shoe box size 
and drop off at the Village Hall.  

3.3 Bird City/IMBD/Birdathon - May 15th at Wehr Nature Center. D. Hanson made a poster 
for Library and Village Hall. The birding walk will start at 7:30 a.m. and the 
Environmental Committee will set up a booth following with literature regarding 
Migratory Birds. S. Kastern and D. Hanson will attend.   

3.4 Tree City/Arbor Day - D. Hanson will verify that renewal was completed by M. Martin. 
The Arbor Day Celebration will be April 30th at 10 a.m. at Schoetz Park. D. Hanson made 
a poster for Arbor Day to hang up at Library and Village Hall. D. Hanson has requested a 
proclamation from President Ruesch. The Committee has 30 swamp white oaks to give 
away. A bundle of black chokeberry was also ordered to give away.  

3.5  Vacant Lots/Victory Garden Initiative Contest - M. Weber and M. Martin met with D. 
Hanson and D. Paulus to plan layout of trees on lots. M. Martin is concerned with wet 
feet on portions of the lot. There are still a couple of Ash trees on the lots. The western 
most lot is best for planting so the majority of the trees will be planted there. Committee 
members will meet at 10 a.m. on Friday, April 15th to designate the exact location of each 
tree. Committee members need to promote the Tree Care Class on April 20th. S. Kastern 
will contact Digger’s Hotline to ensure that there are no concerns with digging on 
Saturday. 

3.6  Grange Woods Nature Trail/Grants – Project is tabled for the time being. 
3.7 Fire Station Lawn Care/Rain Garden Project – Burning is the best option for controlling 

weeds in the Rain Garden.  
3.8 Grange Avenue Pond – The mowing strip is still a concern. The committee needs to 

invest in a sign designating it as a Prairie Planting and place the sign such that it 
encourages the DPW to stick to one mower width from the sidewalk.  

3.9 Additional Signs for Tree & Bird City – No discussion.  
3.10 Bee City – A Conference Call is scheduled for April 26th at 3 p.m. Topic will be activities 

for Pollinator Week Celebration June 20th – 26th. We intend to host an activity at our new 
orchard. Ideally, we would like to give away milkweed seeds. D. Paulus gave an update 
on the Bee Ordinance. D. Paulus provided an introductory video at a recent Committee of 
the Whole meeting. D. Besson had a copy of the Madison bee keeper application. A 
permit or license would be issued with an educational requirement. The Village Board 
would likely shape the ordinance similar to Milwaukee and Madison.  



3.11 Mayors' Monarch Pledge – No discussion. 
3.12 Village Newsletter- D. Hanson will submit an article with information on the Fruity 

Nutty Orchard, Garden Awards, public events, CD Recycling, Grange Ave Nature Trail, 
and aluminum recycling to support the Pool.  

  
4.0 NEXT MEETING DATE 

 
Next Meeting May 10th 7 p.m. at Village Hall 

 
5.0 ADJOURNMENT 
   

It was moved and seconded (Z. Fowler, D. Paulus) to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.;  motion 
unanimously approved.    

 


