
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE – Minutes   Village of Hales Corners 
March 8, 2016        5635 South New Berlin Road 
 
D. Hanson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
1.0 ROLL CALL – Chair: D. Hanson; Members: Z. Fowler, S. Kastern, D. Paulus, and B. Voss; 

Board Liaison: D. Besson; Others present: Erik Hanley, Reporter for NOW  
 
2.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

2.1 Minutes Approval – None.  
 
2.2 Communications – None. 
 
2.3 Public Input – None. 
 
2.4 Village Board Liaison Report – D. Besson reports that he was contacted by Habitat for 

Humanity. They have asked us to promote “deconstruction.” HFH will help homeowners 
disassemble/salvage during remodeling projects. With respect to our budget, there will 
likely be no option for carry-over due to the deficit. Lastly, Mike Weber is retiring in 
August.  

 
2.5 Committee Budget – D. Hanson will inquire about our budget.  
 

3.0 PROJECTS/PROGRAMS 
 

3.1 Environmental Committee Website and Facebook – D. Paulus has added some terrific 
links to our website.  

 
3.2  CD and Battery Recycling – Z. Fowler reports that we have not identified any local 

option as of yet. 
 
3.3 Bird City/IMBD/Birdathon- Renewal has been submitted by D. Hanson. May 15th is 

International Migratory Bird Day and the bird-a-thon will kick off with a birding walk at 
Wehr Nature Center at 7:30 a.m.  

 
3.4 Tree City/Arbor Day- Arbor Day is April 30th. We will celebrate at 10 a.m. with the 

planting of two Speckled Alder, a wet land tree. Village President Bob Ruesch will 
deliver a proclamation in honor of Arbor Day.  

 
3.5  Vacant Lots/Victory Gardens Initiative Contest – Hales Corners Environmental 

Committee was awarded 26 trees to plant in our community orchard! Planting day will by 
Saturday, April 16th at 9 a.m. Volunteers will be asked to help plant all of the orchards, a 
total of five, throughout Milwaukee County. Z. Fowler will contact neighbors to the 
Parnell lots to let them know of the upcoming planting date. D. Besson will speak with 
the board regarding changing the current ordinance to allow picking of fruit on village 
property. The intent of the community orchard is to allow residents of Hales Corners to 
pick the fruit.  

 
3.6  Grange Woods Nature Trail/Grants – D. Hanson will be contacting Marek Landscaping 

regarding cost of invasive control.  
 
3.7  Additional Signs for Tree City and Bird City – No report at this time.  
 



3.8  Bee City – The next Bee City Conference Call will be held Wednesday, April 30th from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Pollinator Week is June 20th to 26th.  Pollinators include butterflies, bats, 
and hummingbirds. Committee members contemplated hosting an event at the orchard. 
We intend to promote organic methods for the orchard maintenance.  

 
3.9 Mayor’s Monarch Pledge- D. Hanson will talk with R. Ruesch regarding the Pledge. She 

will also check into sources for possibly giving away milkweed seed with IMBD or other 
event.  

 
3.10 Village Newsletter – The next deadline is May. Committee members are asked to 

consider content.  
   

5.0 NEXT MEETING DATE – Tuesday, April 12th, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT – It was moved and seconded (Z. Fowler, B. Voss) to adjourn the meeting at 

8:38 p.m.; motion unanimously approved. 
 
        Submitted, 
 
 
        Sarah Kastern 
 
 


